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There are big moments that guests often remember, in the world of tourism and 

hospitality, destinations that are uniquely beautiful and captivating, a friendly smile at 
the front desk, or the unique taste of a perfectly prepared meal. But behind these big 
moments are the small and quiet details that really complete a guest experience. One 
of these details is table skirting. At first glance, you might think of it as a simple task, 
just arranging a cloth around a table. But for those students studying tourism skills, 
table skirting is not a simple decorations it’s represents more than just designs. It gives 
lesson in having long patience, understanding, a heart behind true service and 
creativity. 

 
In Table skirting its not just about how to attach the cloth to the table or how to 

fold it. It teaches and gives a deep lesson- a discipline. One mistakes, uneven fold, 
one wrong pin, and the cloth loses its beauty, order and appeal. Tourism students 
often spend a lot of effort and time practicing it, their fingers are tired and sometimes 
even numb, their backs and head hurts, but they never give up and keep going  
because they know that hospitality is built on dedication and perseverance.  

 
In every carefully pinned corner and neat pleat reflects the patience and values 

that the tourism industry upholds: efficiency, preparedness, dedication and attention 
to detail. What makes table skirting so memorable is the understanding it gives to 
guests that it reflects how we deal with everyday life. Just like how wrinkles are 
smoothed out on fabric, we also learn to overcome messes and challenges with 
patience, and we smooth them out. When the fabric falls apart, the workmanship is 
wrong or the design looks messy and unappealing to the eye, we try to remake and 
fix it. In life, when it’s messy, when it’s not right anymore, we try to fix it.  (Cutillas, A.L., 
Sarahina, M.E.V., Abregana, J.L., et al., 2025). 

 
Tourism is often thought of as a profession that requires neat, clean, and 

attractive work, such as guiding tours, planning events, or checking into hotels. But 
table skirting teaches students that even the simplest tasks can contribute to and 
enhance a guest’s overall experience (Bangahan S, Daguplo MGL., 2025). A well-
dressed and attractively skirted table during an important event, a seminar, or a 
wedding sets the mood for an event. It tells guests that they are appreciated. It tells 
them that someone took the time and effort to prepare something beautiful just for 
them.  

 
Practicing table skirting becomes a bonding activity for many students. The 

laughter as the fabric slides, the chatter as they work, the quiet focus and observation 
as they try out a new design or decoration, and the sense of accomplishment and joy 
when the final product is finished neatly and looks elegant. These moments create 
memories that shape their journeys toward their dreams. 

 
And most of all, table skirting teaches humility. In treating people well, you serve 

them, sometimes they don’t notice the hard work, and the effort behind what you do. 
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Guests may not know who made the beautiful design on the table, or folded the cloth, 
but it is still important to do your job. Even though the hands behind the beautiful 
decoration are not visible, it makes a big difference. They carry the patience, 
perseverance, courage, creativity, and discipline that table skirting has taught them. 
This prepares them for the future . In tourism, every detail carries significance, and 
every action, no matter how small or big, creates moments to remember and carry for 
a lifetime. 
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