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Today’s generation, the Gen Z, lives in a time when justice-related issues are
often discussed online as supported by Bermal et al. (2022). From viral videos to
heated social debates, many young Filipinos speak out about what is wrong in society.
But while their awareness is growing, there is still a gap when it comes to deep
understanding of how justice works in real life. That's why there’s a need to bring
criminal justice education closer to the youth, not just for those studying criminology

or law, but for all students.

Among young people, violence is often used as a tool to gain self-esteem when
they are exposed to adversities (Costello, 2021). This is often seen among people who
are forced to live under impoverished circumstances (Mcara & Mcvie, 2016). The fact
is, many young people know what is unfair, but few understand the justice system’s
structure. They might not know how cases are handled, what rights individuals have,
or what laws protect the vulnerable. If we want future leaders and citizens who are not
only active but also well-informed, we need to educate them early. Balanon et al.
(2007) noted that practical step is to include basic criminal justice topics in senior high
school or general education courses in college. Lessons can cover key areas such as
rights of individuals, juvenile justice, cybercrime, and the role of police and courts.
These should be explained in simple terms, with real-life examples that students can
relate to.

In 2023, the Commission on Higher Education (CHED) reported that more than
67,000 students nationwide were enrolled in criminology and law enforcement-related
courses. This supports that there is growing interest among Gen Z to understand
public safety and legal systems. However, a report by the Philippine National Police
Academy (PNPA) found that many of these students still feel unprepared to face real-
world justice challenges because their education is mostly classroom-based. This
serve as an eye-opener about the need for practical and experience-based learning
inside and outside schools. To help address this, DepEd launched a “Peace and Order

Literacy Initiative” in early 2024 to promote law-related education in senior high




schools across the country. The program aims to help students understand the role of

laws, law enforcers, and citizens in keeping peace. It encourages schools to hold
workshops and interactive sessions that teach legal concepts in simple, relatable
ways. With this initiative, the government hopes to build a stronger foundation for

young people to become justice advocates in their communities.

Beyond textbooks, schools can organize forums, invite legal professionals as
guest speakers, or hold school-wide campaigns that promote justice awareness.
Student organizations and clubs can also play a role by leading discussions,
community visits, or volunteer activities related to justice issues. For public and private
schools alike, the Department of Education (DepEd) and the Commission on Higher
Education (CHED) can help by creating youth-friendly modules and training teachers.
NGOs and law schools can also offer support by running workshops or sharing
resources with schools. Using social media as a learning tool is another way to
connect with Gen Z. Short videos, explainers, and digital storytelling can make legal
education more engaging and easier to understand.

The goal Is not just to create future lawyers or police officers, it's to shape a
generation that values fairness, respects rights, and knows how the system works.
Education gives Gen Z not just a voice, but also the tools to use it wisely. Criminal
justice education empowers young people to go beyond complaints and become part
of the solution. Teaching them early, we raise a generation that can bring justice not

only in words but in action.

References

Bermal, M. L. N., Gaerlan, P. M. S., Suarez, J. E. E., Alberto, R. A. L., & Arcinas, M. M. (2022).
Mothering Practices of Filipino Generation Z: Correlations with Personal Characteristics and
State of Well-being. International Journal of Multidisciplinary: Applied Business and Education
Research, 3(6), 1100-1108. https://doi.org/10.11594/ijmaber.03.06.14

Balanon, Faye & Ong, Michelle & Torre, Beatriz & Puzon, Marco & Granada, Juan & Trinidad, Arnie.
(2007). The Impact of Youth Participation in the Local Government Process. Retrieved from
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/282866168

Commission on Higher Education. (2023). CHED data on enrollment in criminology and law-related
courses. CHED. Retrieved from https://ched.gov.ph/2023-statistical-data/

Costello, E. (2021). Evaluation of an Alternative Learning System for youths at risk of involvement in
urban violence in the Philippines. Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation, 19(43).
https://doi.org/10.1186/s12962-021-00320-5



https://doi.org/10.11594/ijmaber.03.06.14
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/282866168
https://ched.gov.ph/2023-statistical-data/
https://doi.org/10.1186/s12962-021-00320-5

McAra L, McVie S. Understanding youth violence: the mediating effects of gender, poverty
and vulnerability. J Crim Just. 2016;45:71-7.

ARTICLE DETAILS

EIR-0000002; Received: June 6, 2025; Accepted: June 9, 2025; Published: June 15, 2025
CITATION:

Alviola, Armando A. (2025). Criminal Justice Education: A Focus for Gen Z. Education and Industry Review: Essays
and Critiques. DOI: 10.62596/eir.6mdh0341

COPYRIGHT

Copyright © 2025 by author(s). Education and Industry Review: Essays and Critiques is published by Stratworks
Research Inc. This is an Open Access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution

License (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/), allowing redistribution and reproduction in any format
or medium, provided the original work is cited or recognized.




